CHAPTER XIV

THE TWENTY MONTHS' PONTIFICATE OF ADRIAN VI
1521-1523

ADRIAN VI did not belong to the Medici family, but as his
short pontificate of twenty months spans the period between
the two Medici Popes, and is important with reference to their
history, it is desirable to detail briefly the events of his
reign.

On the death of Leo X an unusual amount of discord
took place at the conclave assembled to elect a new Pope.
Giulio de7 Medici, having been the late Pope's adviser in
everything, counted on succeeding him, and employed all
the arts of which he was a master to get himself elected.
But out of the thirty-nine cardinals assembled as many as
eighteen wanted the office themselves, and Giulio was only
able by all his efforts to get together a party of fourteen.
Wolsey was also a candidate, and had for a long time been
swaying the politics of England in favour of Charles V in
the lattcr's struggle with Francis I, so as to obtain in return
the Emperor's influence on his behalf at this election. \Vith
the Emperor's candidate in possession of seven votes, with
Giulio de5 Medici in possession of fourteen, and with the
remaining eighteen cardinals each striving to gain votes for
himself, the conclave became a scene of the most disgrace-
ful party struggles, and the discord was so great that it
seemed as though no conclusion would ever be reached. At
last Giulio's party, merely as an expedient for wearying
out their opponents, voted one morning at the daily sciutiny
for the most unlikely man they could think of, Cardinal
Adrian Dedel of Utrecht, Archbishop of Tortosa, who had

313